CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA	155
journalists, American, French and German, who had come
to settle the censorship question in a more friendly manner.
All had their hands on the table, all smiled. Our deputa-
tion withdrew in wretched order. It was then that,
disillusioned, I decided to misappropriate the funds.
Everybody was afraid of an air raid. The Diplomatic
Corps met and forwarded to their Governments the in-
formation that there were six thousand foreigners in Addis
Ababa and five hundred in Diredawa, would they please
ask Mussolini not to bomb these unaggressive whites and
yellows : Mussolini answered yes, but nobody believed
him. The American Minister daubed the Stars and
Stripes on his roof. Windy journalists took to the hills.
An Ethiopian who valued freedom of circulation under
bombardment painted a small Red Cross on the crown of
his old Panama. The town emptied, then gradually filled
up again.
The old Belgian Military Mission disappeared and the
new Mission took its place : the Belgian Minister refused
to receive them. The Swedish officers were forced by the
Swedish Government to resign their commissions : they
stayed.
Huge trainloads of foreigners left Ethiopia ; the station
at Addis was flooded by the tears of Greeks and resounded
to the lamentations of the Levant. Interested persons
detected what they called a " change of temperature " in
the feeling of the Ethiopian for the white. Ugly looks were
noted, but I saw none uglier than nature. To suppress
talk of this kind the Municipality published an edict which
was read not only in Addis but along the railway zone,
proclaiming that theferengi who were enemies were gone ;
the ferengi who remained were friends and must be treated
as friends should be treated.
Not strictly true. Vinci was still at his Legation, with
sixteen of his staff. Italian Consuls were straggling over
the country. Dr. Dagnino, his wife and his two radio-
telegraphists arrived from Debra Markos across the Blue
Nile : they declared that the roads were still very wet,
but that the country people were considerate and provided
water and food free. The only trouble that they had was
with the Customs north of Addis on Mount Entoto, who

